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No Meaningful Search is possible, Art 17(2) (ii) PCT. 

The Description of the Application cites the "Blu-ray Disc format 
according to the Blu-ray Disc standard (Blu-ray Disc System Description, 
Rewritable Format, part 1, Basic Format Specifications;, as being very 
relevant prior art (lines 9-10 page 1, line 22 page 1, line 5 page 2). 
This prior art document is sold under the Blu-Ray Disc Information 
Agreement (see www.licensing.philips.com), which comprises a 
Confidientiality agreement, see Article 6, reading: " Recipient shall at 
all- times main-tain- stri-et confidentiality with regard to- the- Blu*ray~Drsc 
Standard Specifications and any other information received from Philips, 
in connection with the Blu-ray Disc Standard specifications, and (i) 
shall not disclose same or part thereof the any third party including 
Recipients Associated Company; and (ii) shall not use the Blu-ray Disc 
Standard Specifications and any other information received from Philips, 
in connection with the Blu-ray Disc Standard Specifications except for 
the Authorized Purpose". This prior art document cannot be cited in a 
Search Report. 

The only embodiment of the claimed record carrier that is illustrated in 
the description, see figure 6, is not sufficiently disclosed, Art 5 PCT. 
This is because the description has to be supplemented with the Blu-ray 
Disc specification documents in order for the claimed record carrier to 
be carried out by a person skilled in the art, and this specification 
documents are not available to the public since they are sold under the 
Blu-Ray Disc Information Agreement containing a bar of confidentiality 
Article. 

Moreover, the contribution of the invention seems to be bound to the 
Blu-ray Disc format, as is stated in lines 3-8 page 2 of the description, 
where it is stated that the applications is aiming to "extend" the cited 
Blu-ray Disc standard to a ROM version (see line 6 page 2). No other 
technical problem could be found in the three other pages of the 
descri ption. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to 
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been 
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary 
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO 
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is 
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has 
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the 
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any 
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase 
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried 
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.5), 
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be 
overcome. 
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